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City CouncilParksCommitte
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Re: KailuaBeachParkConcession Februar~~20~~
rr~

Thankyoufor giving methe opportunityto speakat yourcommitteemeetiñ~. ~
My nameis EgmarKiemmerandI amthecurrentpresidentof Kailua Sailboards&
Kayaks.
I would like to sharesomeof thecompany’sexperiencein doing businessin Kailua for
thepast30 years.
We startedof providingrentalsandlessonsfor windsurfingcustomers.This wasa
popularsport in theEighties.Onwindy days severalhundredpeoplewerecrowdingthe
beachpark.In thelateeightieswe wentthroughapermittingprocessfor thesportat
Kailua BeachPark.After morethan20 yearsof experiencewith thatpermitI cansayit
workedprettywell until onecompanyobtainedsuchapermitandstartedabusingit. They
setup shopatKailuaBeachPark,soldkitesurfinggear,signedup customersfor lessons
andrentedkayaksstraightfrom thepark.
In 2004 theCity’s Parksdirectorissuedapermitfor kayakdeliveriesandit immediately
got abusedby the samecompanythatsetup shopat theBeachPark.More followed.

The successof Kailua Sailboardsis basedon its locationbeingwithin walking distanceof
Kailua Beachin aproperlyzonedandequippedbuilding.Todaywehaveasituation
wherecompanieswantto copy thatsuccessbut theybasetheir businessmodelon
infringing on publicproperty.
Thecompanywantsto preservethelook andcharmof KailuaBeachPark.A Waikiki
stylebeachconcessionwheresoliciting business,salesagreement,payment,waiverand
briefings takeplaceon thebeachwould leadto the following problems:

1. Endlessline of carscircling in hopeof gettingaparkingspot(KailuaBeachPark
is not within walkingdistancefrom hotelsor peoplesresidences).

2. Wait line of peoplein hopeto signup for alimited supplyof equipmentand
activities

3. ConcessionWarssimilar to Waikiki in the 1970s
4. InsufficientFacilities:

ChangingRooms
Restrooms
Briefing Area/Maps/WeatherInformationBoards
VideoRooms
LockerArea
Parking
Storage
Equipmentfitting area:fins, snorkels,etc.
FirstAid Stationlsupplies
Equipmentcheckinlcheckout MISC. COM. 530
Paymentlsignuparea
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Kitesurfing is toodangerousof a sportto be commercializedatabeachasbusyas KailuaBeachPark

KitesurfingAccidentsatKailuaBeachPark:
Below is my personallog ofkitesurfingaccidentsatKailuaBeachParkfor thepast2 years.This
is not acompleteaccidentlog, justwhatI ampersonallyawareof.
Kitesurfingaccident
June22 9.3Oam2009
Extremelow tide
Wind 20mphene,gustsup to 26mph
HawaiianWatersportsownerjosh Seymourlaunchesstudents9mkite on lessonday 3. studentis
55 yearsold. Getslifted ofthegroundimmediatelyandpullsbartowardshim. Kite turnsand
studentgetsslammedhardinto the sandatkailuabeachpark.
Kitesurferladycalls911. ambulanceto arrivefirst on thescene.Fire truckwith rescueboat
arriveslater. Lifeguardmatt upsetthat nobodycalledhim for help.Kite studentleft thebeachin
ambulancewith possiblebrokenshoulderandlacerationbelowshoulderon sideofbody.
Witnessedby severalkitesurfers— thekitesurfinglmorningclub andBrandonMcGlinn. Brandon
hadwarnedJoshthat thekite is too big for abeginnerin that muchwind. Joshignoredthe
advise.
FromInternet:
On July 9, 2010, asI wascoming in to thebeachin Kailua, HI, insteadof bringingmy kite to the
neutralpositionandwalk up thebeach,I pulledtoo hardto theright (in fearofmy kite landing in
thetrees),andmy kite gotcaughtin thepowerzone.Nevertheless,I was lifted 20 feetand
slammedbackdown in theshallowwater. Thekite continuedto pull medownthebeach,soI
emergencyreleasedmy gear.SinceI landedin a standingpositionon my left leg, I shatteredmy Femur,
Tibula, anddisconnectedmy Meniscus.I havepins,platesand bonegraphsholdingmy knee
together.Lesson-Fly yourkite with care,it doesn’ttakemuchto turn it. Also be awareofthe
wind conditions.Payattentionto thegusts...
And that’s my kitemare... .Aloha,
Annamarie

November5, 2010
RachelleFarni’s boyfriendlauncheskite andgetspickedup into otherkitesurferwith backturned
towardshim. weighs220 pounds.breaksrib cage,spleenandpunctureslung. Ambulancetakes
himoff thescene.Tonycalls911. 2 kitesurfingdoctorshelpon thescene.
Tonyknowsmoredetails.
November6, 2010
Anotheraccidentinvolving 2 kitesurfers
2 ambulances,no details
reportcopiedfrom internet:
At my localbeach:
- ThispastFriday a local kiterhadabar wrapcausinghis kite to fly high andonshorelofting his
200 pluspoundsatspeedinto avisiting Canadiankiter resultingin brokenribs,atleastone
puncturedlung, and a rupturedspleen.
- Saturday,anotherkiter got lofted on launchandlandedon atourist resultingin at least



whiplash,an ambulanceride,andaruinedvacation.
- Sunday,anon-localwas instructinganotherin theshallowssmackin front of thelauncharea.
Theylostcontrol of thekite whichslammedontothebeachmissingacoupleof strolling tourists
by inches.I watchedit happenandthosefolks werelucky. I ran to thekite andyankedthedeflate
valveall thetimeyelling atthosetwo idiots--notoneof my bettermoments.
CurrentlyDLNR tolerateskitesurfersto usethe windsurfinglauncharea.Thelanguageof $13-
256-74specificallydesignatesZoneB for windsurfersandnot kitesurfers.Kitesurfing did not exist
duringthelaw makingprocessin thelateEightiesandthereforecouldnot be included.
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